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Wisdom Nuggets: Consider the Ant
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review
Gambling . . . Get-rich-quick schemes . . . Big pay for little work . . . Many people are infatuated with the idea of living a luxurious lifestyle without paying the price. Paraphrased, Proverbs 12:11 and 28:19 offer this wisdom: those who work hard will have plenty, but those who follow frivolity and fantasies will come to poverty.

Icebreaker: Have a quick contest to see who can make the best four-word sentence from words starting with the letters L-A-Z-Y.
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Even when you work hard for something, it is ultimately a gift from God. We are blessed not from what we do, but from His goodness. Yet God expects us to do our part. Praise God for something you have because of hard work—whether yours or someone else’s.
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Proverbs 6:6-11 gives the well-known advice to look to the ant as an example of good work ethic. An ant can never be accused of the folly of laziness. Consider the following:
· Ants can lift up to fifty times their body weight. This is the equivalent of you walking around with two mid-sized cars on your back.

· Ants have been known to build “superhighways” underground. Some of these super-colony labyrinths stretch for miles and can be compared to humans building the Great Wall of China.

· Ants are some of the world’s most successful farmers. 
· Some species grow fungus on leaves to use as a food source.
· Some species farm aphids, subduing them with chemicals from their feet and feeding on the sugary honeydew secretion the aphids supply. 

· Scientists are actually studying ants’ farming methods in hopes of improving human agriculture.

· Using incredible teamwork, ants will walk back and forth from a food source to the colony, leaving a trail of pheromones for fellow workers to follow until the food source is depleted.
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Have you ever known someone who seemed allergic to hard work? Maybe you’re guilty yourself! There’s nothing wrong with doing things the easy way, if that’s an option. But quality should never be sacrificed for the sake of ease and convenience. 
Proverbs 18:9 says that one who is slothful in his work is a brother to one who is a great waster. II Thessalonians 3:10 goes so far as to say that if someone does not work, he shouldn’t eat! Laziness is not an attribute of an honorable person.
You’ve probably seen ads cajoling people with too-good-to-be true promises: “Never work another day in your life!” “Light work, big bucks!” “For one easy payment of $99.99, we’ll show you how to get rich quick!” These promises are fickle. Proverbs 14:23 tells us the secret to making a profit: old-fashioned hard work.   

Proverbs 10:4 (NIV) says, “Lazy hands make for poverty, but diligent hands bring wealth.” As Christians, our primary concern in life is not that we become wealthy. However, many godly people—in the Bible, in history, and in modern society—have become wealthy by following biblical principles of strong work ethic. Gambling, get-rich-quick schemes, and shirking responsibility rarely bring profit, and in the slim chance that they do, it happens at the cost of a person’s integrity. 
Proverbs 13:11 (NIV) says, “Dishonest money dwindles away, but whoever gathers money little by little makes it grow.” The first half of this principle is illustrated in the lives of many lottery winners. Experts agree: the vast majority of lottery winners end up in a worse financial state after winning a jackpot than they were before.
Honest work

· honors God, 

· reflects well on the body of Christ,

· cultivates feelings of satisfaction for a job well done,

· helps you appreciate what you have,

· nurtures gratitude in your heart. 
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1. In what areas of your life do you find yourself slacking off? In which areas is it important that you work harder? If you were to work harder, how would you benefit?
2. Do you feel that your generation has a solid or a weak work ethic? Why?  

[image: image6]ray
God, thank You for blessing us with physical and mental wholeness so that we can work hard at school, at home, at our jobs, and at our extracurricular activities. It’s a privilege to know the feeling of a job well done. When we begin to feel lazy, forgive us, and remind us of the ant.
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Memorize Colossians 3:23.
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Praise God for something you have only because of hard work—whether yours or someone else’s: ________________________________________________________________________ 
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Proverbs 6:6-11 contains the well-known advice to look to the ant as an example of good work ethic. 

· Ants can lift up to ______________ times their body weight. This is the equivalent of you walking around with ________________ mid-sized cars on your back.

· Ants have been known to build “superhighways” underground. Some of these super-colony labyrinths stretch for miles and can be compared to humans building the __________________________.

· Ants are some of the world’s most successful _______________.
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1. In what areas of your life do you sometimes slack off?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Of these areas, which do you feel it is most important that you work harder? If you were to work harder, how would you benefit? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Do you think your peers have a strong or poor work ethic? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Write out Colossians 3:23. Memorize it!

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
�It’s not necessary, but it may be a good idea to include a footnote to a source for this information.
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