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Wisdom Nuggets: Happy Is the One Who Finds Wisdom
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review
Did you know you can be more knowledgeable than someone with an Ivy League education—without forking over a dime to a university? The secret is found in the Book of Proverbs.
Icebreaker Question: Who is the smartest person you’ve ever known?
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Has God been teaching you anything lately about Himself? About others? About His Word? About yourself? Praise Him for it. 
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Proverbs 3:13-18 lists the benefits of having godly wisdom: It generates blessings. It’s more valuable than great wealth. It promotes a long, prosperous life. It brings honor and guides you toward peace. It encourages happiness.

Consider the following scenario that plays out at your school every day:

Chantry has a sharp mind and good health. He just got his first job, and he’s saving for a car. He believes in God, though he’s not sure he’s comfortable with the idea of “surrendering all” to Him. 

There are a lot of things going on in Chantry’s life right now: He’s been talking to a girl who isn’t exactly the type he’d want to introduce to his parents. Some close friends have started getting pretty heavily into the drug scene, while another good friend has started going to church and keeps asking Chantry to go.  
Chantry is at a crossroads in his life. If he embraces wisdom, what kinds of choices will he make? What are possible consequences of bad choices? Of good choices?  
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The late Theodore Levitt of Harvard Business School said, “Experience comes from what we have done. Wisdom comes from what we have done badly.” While this is often true, you can choose to seek out wisdom before doing something you regret. 

Read Proverbs 1:7. The first step to gaining wisdom is to fear the Lord. Fearing the Lord doesn’t mean you’re afraid of Him; it means you have a deep respect and reverence for Him. (See also Proverbs 8:13.) The Bible says this respect is the beginning of knowledge—knowledge greater and more powerful than any you’ll find at a prestigious university. Proverbs 19:8 says that those who get wisdom show they care about their own lives, and they will prosper: good things will come their way. 

Fools, on the other hand, hate wisdom and instruction; they don’t want anyone—not even God—telling them what to do. And the word “fool” in Proverbs 1:7 doesn’t just mean someone’s not very bright; it means that person is morally lacking. In wanting to be their own boss, they actually become slaves to sin and failure. Ultimately, they miss out on the beautiful promises God has made to those who cherish and seek out His wisdom. 
So how do you get wisdom? 
Pray. Talk to God every day. Paul said to pray without ceasing (I Thessalonians 5:17), which means to remain in an attitude of prayer as you go about your day. Ask God for wisdom, for understanding, and for the strength to make solid choices.
Stay in the Word. Pick a time to read the Bible every day, even if it’s only a few verses. Create a plan for reading the entire Bible. Read carefully; study passages you don’t understand; ask questions about them. 

Go to a Bible-believing church and stay involved in activities like P7. Deciding to come to this meeting rather than vegging out or hanging out with friends is the kind of choice that will direct you toward wisdom.  

Don’t check your brain at the door. A lot of us know when we’re doing something stupid. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to know if getting involved in drugs will have a negative impact on your life, or whether or not you should mouth off at a teacher.
Don’t think you have to be wrinkled and silver-haired to be wise! Embrace wisdom now and enjoy the blessings that follow. 
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1. What are some day-to-day choices you make that might have a long-term impact on your life, for better or for worse?
2. Name one step you’re going to take, starting now, to pursue wisdom.
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God, thank You for the amazing blessings You have in store for those who love You and seek to honor You with their lives. We’re excited to see what You have planned for our futures. Teach us to embrace wisdom so that we can live life to the fullest! 
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Find a quiet place where you can be alone and read Proverbs 2:1-11 and Proverbs 4:5-9 out loud to yourself. 
Wisdom Nuggets: Happy Is the One Who Finds Wisdom (Handout)
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Who is the smartest person you’ve ever known? ______________________________________
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Has God been teaching you anything lately? About Him? About others? About His Word? About yourself? ______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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How do you get wisdom? 

1. _________________.

2. Stay in the ________________.
3. Go to a Bible-believing ______________.

4. Don’t check your ________________ at the door! (Often, it’s not rocket science to know the difference between a wise and foolish choice.)  
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1. What kinds of daily choices could have a long-term impact on your life, whether for better or for worse? ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

2. Name one thing you’re going to do, starting now, to embrace wisdom.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Find a quiet place where you can be alone. Read Proverbs 2:1-11 and 4:5-9 out loud, focusing on the passages’ promises. 
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