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Wisdom Nuggets: There Is a Way Which Seems Right
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review
Blogs, social media posts, magazine articles . . . Everywhere you look, you’ll find people trying to convince you that their way is right. Just remember: “There is a way that seems right to a man, but the end result is death” (Proverbs 14:12; 16:25).  
Icebreaker: List two truths and one lie about yourself. See if group members can correctly identify which statement is false. 
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Hand out paper and writing utensils and take 60 seconds to allow everyone to draw something they’re thankful for. Let group members vote for the best drawing.  
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Have you ever heard someone use the excuse “It seemed like a good idea at the time” for doing something crazy? Maybe the words even came from you. One trend that “seems like a good idea at the time” is the cinnamon challenge craze as seen on YouTube and social media over the past few years. The challenge, which involves attempting to swallow a tablespoon of cinnamon in 60 seconds without drinking anything, was a factor in almost 200 calls to poison control centers in the first half of 2012.1 Most teens think of this challenge as a funny, harmless prank, but inhaling cinnamon powder even once can trigger an asthma attack, uncontrollable spasms, and narrowing of the bronchioles in the lungs.
In life, there will be many things that society says are good ideas—that it accepts as good, or right, or funny. It is important, especially on issues of purity, consecration, and salvation, that we turn to the Word of God for the truth.      
1 Stats from “5 Reasons Not to Take the Cinnamon Challenge,” www.forbes.com.   
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Many in our world find the Bible offensive because it claims there is only one truth: God’s Word. They feel people should be able to make decisions and lifestyle choices based on what feels good and right to them. The problem with each person basing choices off of his own conscience is that the conscience can be a trusted guide only if it is informed by God’s Word. 

Read Proverbs 14:12. The choices you make, the things you believe in, the code you live by—they’re all infinitely important. Certain ideas may sound good; they may seem right—at least by human logic—but their end leads to death. And when the Bible talks about death, it’s not talking about being put six feet under (which would be bad enough). It’s talking about eternal death: a complete, isolating, separation from God.

Many work hard to discredit the Bible so that they won’t feel guilty for disregarding its wisdom. What they fail to realize is that the very teachings they despise bring life, wholeness, goodness, and safety. Read Proverbs 28:26. Those who trust in themselves are foolish, but the Lord protects those who trust in His wisdom.
If you are vocal about your faith at all, there will be times when you are challenged by those who have embraced humanistic thinking or a weak, watered-down version of Christianity. Stand firm. Fill your mind with the things of God. Voices from Hollywood, the media, so-called scholars and experts, and even friends and family will call out to you. Just like the serpent in the Garden of Eden, they will say, “Did God really say [insert truth here]?” (See Genesis 3:1.) 

Proverbs 16:2 and 21:2 tell us that a person may truly think their ways are right, but their heart and motives are judged by the Lord. Don’t rely on feelings or human reasoning when it comes to God. His ways are perfect and infinitely higher than your own. 
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1. In what areas do you think teens experience the most pressure to conform to the world’s distorted views?
2. Tell about a personal experience where something “seemed like a good idea at the time.”

3. Why are many Christians eager to embrace a shallow version of Christianity? 
4. How can you fill your mind and heart with God’s Word so that you won’t be easily fooled?
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Thank You for the awesome protection that godly wisdom offers. Help us to fill our hearts and minds with Your truth so we will not be led astray by faulty human reasoning.
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Satan would like you to believe there is no absolute truth—that everyone should be able to decide his own version of truth. See the fervr video “Is this balloon really red?” at www.fervr.net/videos/is-this-balloon-really-red.
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ (Proverbs 14:12).   

[image: image9]ractice
1. In what areas do you think teens experience the most pressure to conform to the world’s distorted views? ______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

2. Tell about a personal experience where something “seemed like a good idea at the time.”

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Why are many Christians eager to embrace a shallow version of Christianity? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. How can you fill your mind and heart with God’s Word so that you won’t be easily fooled?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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In the fervr video “Is this balloon really red?” (www.fervr.net/videos/is-this-balloon-really-red), many arguments are made for why the balloon isn’t red. List the arguments: 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How are these same arguments used by those who want to refute the truth of the Bible? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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