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review
Ask students: Without looking it up, who knows what the word “integrity” means? If you don’t know, guess. There are two definitions of integrity: one, “the quality of being honest and having moral principles”; and two, “the state of being whole and undivided”; in other words, all parts are fully integrated.   
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God is a God of integrity. He isn’t two-faced—acting or speaking one way to your face and another way behind your back. God keeps His promises. He is trustworthy and faithful all of the time. There are no two conflicting parts to God. He is One in every way. He is the Prince of Peace and likes everything done in an orderly manner. There is no confusion or contradiction in Him. 
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There was a man in the Bible named Peter who at one point in his life lacked integrity. Peter wasn’t perfect, but he was one of Jesus’ best friends. There was a part of Peter that was sincere, confident in faith, and solid as a rock. Then there was another part of him that was full of fear, pride, and insecurity. We can observe how the two parts of Peter conflicted by reading about what happened on the night before Jesus died. The story is found in Luke 22:31-34 and verses 54-62 of the same chapter. 

The story begins at the Last Supper. Jesus was sitting at the table with His disciples celebrating the Passover. He prophesied of His death and also prophesied to Peter. Jesus told Peter He had prayed for him so that his faith wouldn’t fail. Jesus even acknowledged that Peter wasn’t yet a fully converted believer, but that he soon would be and asked him to then strengthen the faith of the other believers. 

As soon as Jesus said Peter wasn’t fully converted, Peter jumped in and said he was ready to follow Jesus to prison and even to death! But Jesus knew Peter wasn’t ready for that yet. He knew Peter had good intentions, but his faith wasn’t fully integrated with other parts of him. Jesus then prophesied that Peter would deny Him three times before the rooster crowed the next morning. 

And it happened! When Jesus was arrested, Peter followed Him from a distance. When Peter saw how Jesus was treated, Peter realized his faith wasn’t nearly as strong as he thought. Perhaps he was full of fear, or maybe his pride was hurt when he saw Jesus didn’t fight back. Whatever his reasons, Peter’s confidence failed and he denied he even knew Jesus. 

We know from subsequent reading that Peter would one day truly believe in Jesus and become fully converted. His faith would become fully integrated into all parts of his life, and he would become a man of his word—a man of integrity. But that moment hadn’t come yet. The night Peter denied Jesus, Peter lacked integrity. 

The most amazing part of the story is that Jesus knew about Peter’s lack of integrity, and yet He still loved him! He still believed in him and prayed for him. He even trusted him to preach the first sermon to the early church in Acts 2.
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Are there two areas of your life that are out of balance and lacking integrity? Here’s an example. Maybe you want to do well in school and you also want to play sports. You promise your mom you will keep your priorities straight and complete your homework before you practice. Unfortunately, you are distracted easily and you don’t keep your promise. You hang out with your friends before practice instead of studying. 

Your heart is in the right place because you really do want to have your priorities straight, but you just aren’t responsible enough to make sure you do the right thing all of the time. On the day of the big test, you remember what you promised your mom. You hate the thought of disappointing her, so you cheat on your test. You have the right intentions, but your behavior isn’t integrated with your promises. Your choices and your desires aren’t fully integrated. In this way, you lack integrity. 

[image: image5]ractice

· What areas of your life need full integration with the rest of your life? 

· Is there a thought or behavior that doesn’t line up with your faith and what you believe God wants for your life?

· How can you full integrate faith into each area of your life?
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God, show us parts of ourselves that we need to submit to Your will. We have good intentions, but sometimes we fail and act in ways that don’t make sense, even to us. Thank You for Your patience with us. We trust You will help bring every area of our lives into full integration with our faith. 
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As you go about your week, think about integrity and how you can make each area of your life line up with your faith. Even if things aren’t perfect now, remember that Jesus sees who you can be, and He is rooting for you!  
Integrity

Student Resource

1. What do you think the word “integrity” means? Put a check mark next to your choice(s): 

Top of Form

Honesty
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 Bottom of Form

Morality

Trustworthiness

Responsibility

Sincerity

Kindness

Fully Integrated

Other: ______________________

______________________________________________________

2. What areas and behaviors of your life need full integration with the rest of your life and your faith? 
Physical

· Time Management

· Health Care

· Diet Choices

· Exercise


· Sexuality

· Drugs

· Alcohol

· Addictions

· Respect for body

Mental

· Academics

· Reading Choices

· Movies

· Music

Spiritual

· Prayer Time

· Bible Reading

· Morality

· Words you say

· Trust in Jesus 

Emotional

· Feelings

· Anger

· Grief

· Pursuit of Happiness

· Sense of Peace and Joy

Relational

· Family Relationships

· Friendships

· The way you treat enemies

· Respect for Authority 

· The way you treat underdogs

· The way you treat strangers

Other

3. Is there a thought or behavior that doesn’t line up with your faith and what you believe God wants for your life?
4. How can you fully integrate faith into each area of your life?
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