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The Pursuit of Love

[image: image63.jpg]


review
Have you ever pursued someone’s love? What did you do? Has anyone ever pursued your love? What happened? Was that person trying to get you to love them, or were they simply showering you with expressions of their love? What is the difference?
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The Bible tells us that God relentlessly pursues us with His love. Jeremiah 31:3 says, “The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.” 1 John 4:19 says, “We love him, because he first loved us.”
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There was a man named Hosea in the Bible. His story is found in the Book of Hosea, which isn’t very long, only fourteen chapters. Hosea’s story is a love story, but it is different from every other love story in the Bible. Although Hosea was full of love, the woman he loved didn’t love him back the same way. 

Hosea was a prophet whom God told to marry a woman named Gomer, a prostitute. As God directed, Hosea loved Gomer and married her. They stayed together for a while and even had children, but eventually Gomer became bored with her husband and kids and left Hosea to once again live a life of prostitution. 

No doubt Hosea was hurt when Gomer left him, but he still loved her. God told Hosea to pursue Gomer once again and bring her home as he had the first time he asked her to marry him. He provided for her, and he loved her. He had mercy on her and didn’t punish her for what she had done. 

The whole story of Hosea and Gomer was meant to show how God loves His people. Though His people turned from worshiping Him and started worshiping idols, God still loved them and pursued them with mercy. 

God never changes (James 1:17; Hebrews 13:8; Numbers 23:19). The way He loved His people long ago in Bible times is the same way He loves His people today. Sometimes we don’t love Him back the way we should, but He still pursues us and loves us.   
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Let’s talk about love in our lives. Love isn’t always romantic. Maybe you love your family members, your parents, a sibling, or a friend. When you express love or thoughtfulness toward someone, what do you hope that person will do in return? Sometimes they accept our love, and sometimes they do not. Here are some examples:

Example 1: I offered to do dishes at my friend’s house, and she allowed me to help her. She even said thank you and didn’t try to tell me how to do the dishes her way. She accepted my love. 

Example 2: I offered to drive two sick friends (siblings) to their mom’s house, which was forty-five minutes away. They really needed my help, but wouldn’t accept it. I was worried about their safety, but they were too prideful to give in. They refused my love.

Example 3: I offered to serve in ministry, to clean the bathrooms at the church, to teach Sunday school, and even to work in the nursery. Unfortunately, those jobs were already taken care of, but the coordinator found something I could do. She let me help with the church yard sale, and I really enjoyed helping! My love was accepted. 

Example 4: I finally worked up the nerve to contact my crush via email. I didn’t know how to get his attention, so I asked him a very practical question I hoped would elicit a response. Unfortunately, he didn’t return my email. Even though he wasn’t directly rejecting my love, I felt as though he wouldn’t accept my love even as a friend or human. His total lack of response made me feel unwanted and unworthy of love.
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· Will you keep loving someone, even when your love is rejected, ignored, denied, or unaccepted? 

· How do you deal with the pain of rejection? Is showing love all about the other person’s response? Or is it about your actions?
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Lord, we thank You that You never reject our love. Even when we reject You, You continue to pursue us with Your unending love. You know how it feels to be rejected. Help us when our love is unaccepted, to keep on loving others the way You love us.  
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What can you do to show your love to others this week? Are you willing to take a risk and show love, even if it may not be returned or even accepted? Love with the love of God, which is unconditional. You have a full supply of unconditional love coming to you from God, no matter what.
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Top of Form

1. Have you ever pursued someone’s love? What did you do? Has anyone ever pursued your love? What happened? Was that person trying to get you to love them, or were they simply showering you with expressions of their love? What is the difference?

 

 

 

 

 

2. Have you ever walked away from God’s love the way Gomer walked away from Hosea’s love?

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How long will you keep on loving someone, even when your love is rejected, ignored, denied, or unaccepted? When do you stop loving? When do you start loving again?

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. How do you deal with the pain of rejection? Is showing love about the other person’s response? Or is it about your actions?
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